
the enchantment of a landscape to rediscover





The Terragnolo Valley is located Between Col 
Santo-Pasubio and the Finonchio and Maggio 
mountains up to the Borcola pass. Hidden in 
the valley are 33 hamlets, nestled harmoniously 
along the banks of the Leno River, where the 
midday sun highlights a landscape of terraced 
fields. It is an uncontaminated valley, where 
visitors can enjoy excursions along paths that 
wind up wooded slopes towards high altitudes. 
In this untouched naturalistic area, visitors can 
also see testimonies of the Great War. Rediscover 
this place by visiting the villages scattered along 
the ancient roads, where it is easy to understand 
the meaning of life and the human dimension. 
Hospitality, territory, the environment and 
a welcoming feeling. The enchantment of a 
landscape to rediscover in every season.



PASUBIO,  
BETWEEN EARTH AND SKY
Names of families, places and peaks tell the story of these lands. 
Capitals, churches and sacred architecture are widespread everywhere, 
to counterbalance a different kind of architecture: quarries for the 
production of millstones or kilns and “calchère” for the production 
of quicklime. The military engineering works are still visible, and 
sometimes spectacular. In just a few years during the early twentieth 
century, these constructions turned Pasubio into a network of paths, 
mule tracks, fortified ramparts and strongholds, trenches, tunnels and 
forts. These are the signs of the Great War, and they are distinctive 
features of the local landscape, on which the battles and the positioning 
of the troops have left clear signs. Infrastructural works, such as water 
pipelines, cisterns and excavations, go hand in hand with the historical 
memory of sacrifice and destruction. Today, nature has regained 
the mountain, silence has returned, as well as the peace and colours 
of flowers and trees, but incredible testimonies remain. Today, the 
mountain has come back to life. It provides us with an ancient, and yet 
new, answer to the need to rediscover forgotten times and spaces which 
are necessary for our wellbeing. The path, nature, history, ourselves.



AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN MILITARY AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN MILITARY 
CEMETERY OF GEROLICEMETERY OF GEROLI  A century has 
passed, but people have not forgotten those 
who lost their lives in the tragedy of the First 
World War. In Terragnolo, eight military 
cemeteries were built during the war. The 
largest was the Austro-Hungarian military 
cemetery in Geroli, where 470 graves were 
dug between 1916 and 1918, including many 
multiple burial sites.
After being abandoned in the 1970s, 
during which the fallen were transferred 
to the monumental shrine of Castel Dante 
in Rovereto, the Geroli cemetery has now 
been restored. The memorial stones and 
identification plates that were buried at the 
time have been recovered and restored.

THE WOLF GORGETHE WOLF GORGE  An Austrian stronghold 
among the high rock walls. A thematic trail. 
A winding, entrenched path overlooking the 
Terragnolo Valley. The aspect that enhances 
the value of this road dedicated to the Great 
War is the part of the path that starts in the 
hamlet of Piazza di Terragnolo and leads to 
a gorge where the Austro-Hungarians dug 
trenches and deep shelters.
Walking along the path, among narrow 
ravines, deep gorges, staircases, caves and 
passages on the rock overlooking sheer drops, 
visitors can admire exciting panoramic views 
of the Terragnolo Valley, the Borcola Pass and 
the Pasubio massif, the scene of fierce fighting 
during the First World War, 1915-1918. 



HIKING AND WALKS,  
BIKES AND CLIMBING
Nature and landscape. It is through the paths that visitors discover  
the beauty of the Terragnolo Valley, on the slopes of the Pasubio massif. 
The trails of these splendid walks start in the valley’s hamlets. Visitors 
can enjoy paths shaded by Scots pines, ash trees and hornbeams as they 
pass through terraced fields and by dry-stone walls. The ancient houses 
of vinedressers, “casote dei vignai” are evidence of rural life in the not-
too-distant past. It is the ideal place to relax, with the mind free from 
daily stress, to appreciate a territory still able to offer peace and quiet. 
There is also an extensive network of mountain bike trails that cross 
mountains and valleys for excitement on two wheels. And if that is still 
not enough, in Terragnolo there are rocks and climbing walls that offer 
beautiful and unusual views of the valley.



TERAGNÓLE PATHTERAGNÓLE PATH  A walk to discover the 
paths that once connected Terragnolo with the 
city of Rovereto. This route was travelled daily 
by the women from the valley, in the 19th and 
20th centuries, as they went into the city to 
sell products from the mountain economy in 
the street markets.
The itinerary continues along a path carved 
into the rock that offers beautiful panoramic 
views of the natural landscape, as it crosses 
several terraced fields supported by dry stone 
walls, which are important treasure troves of 
biodiversity.

TOUR OF THE TERRAGNOLO KILNSTOUR OF THE TERRAGNOLO KILNS  
Stone houses, small terraced fields, dry stone 
walls. Paths, woods and peaks that have always 
dominated these territories. Following the 
path, immersed in a place where time seems to 
have stopped, visitors can discover the remains 
of ancient “calchère”, kilns where lime was 
produced in the past, and enjoy enchanting 
views of the hamlets of the Terragnolo Valley, 
scattered along the entire path.



THE LENO RIVER
One of the undisputed symbols of the 
Terragnolo Valley. Together with the bittern 
- a migratory bird that lives in the wetlands - 
the axe, the spade and the Leno River appear 
on the municipality’s coat of arms. The river 
crosses the entire valley, defines its identity and 
accompanies visitors in their discovery of the 
territory. Listening to the sounds of its flowing 
waters and allowing oneself to be lulled by 
its movement, it is easy to become immersed 
in a reflective atmosphere. The waters tell 
stories. Over the centuries, this river was a 
source of subsistence, energy and life for the 
local community. Though at times it becomes 
impetuous, the Leno allowed people to work 
timber in the sawmills, to grind formentom 
(buckwheat) at the mills and transport timber 
to the nearby town of Rovereto, the city of the 
oaks. In the past, the economy of the valley 
was based on these activities, which have now 
disappeared. But the Leno River remains, and 
its clear waters continue to flow through the 
valley accompanying it through history and 
time.



LENO STREAM PONDS  LENO STREAM PONDS  Several small lakes 
are located on the Leno, between Cà Bianca 
and San Nicolò, natural oases ideal for those in 
search of refreshment and peace, but also for 
outdoor sports enthusiasts. They can be reached 
from Rovereto by going up towards San Nicolò, 
but we advise visitors to respect the natural 
beauty of the place and walk to get there.  
The Cesura path, a variant of the “Teragnóle 
path,” is the perfect route. Visitors can enjoy a 
passage on a beautiful, wild path overlooking a 
sheer rock face over the gorge of the Leno River, 
which leads through the hamlet of Valduga 
to the village of Piazza, in the heart of the 
Terragnolo Valley.

THE LIDO  THE LIDO  During spring and summer, there 
is a unique place where visitors can enjoy the 
sun’s rays and refresh themselves in the river’s 
crystal clear waters. It is the Lido, the riverside 
beach, located next to the ancient Venetian 
Sawmill in the hamlet of Sega. From here, 
after crossing a small beach and solarium area, 
visitors will come to a small wooden bridge 
that leads to the recreation area, where families 
can play and take time for a picnic together.



WALKS NEAR THE RIVER  WALKS NEAR THE RIVER  Along 
the river, many paths lead to authentic 
journeys to discover the natural and wooded 
environments, for young and old. One of the 
most interesting is the Sentiero della Fontana 
Vecia (Old Fountain Trail) and the Percorso 
dell’acqua (Water Trail) from the hamlet of 
Valduga to the hamlet of Sega.



THE ANCIENT VENETIAN SAWMILL  THE ANCIENT VENETIAN SAWMILL  
The history of an entire valley that depended 
on the forest and timber for its livelihood. 
Near Maso San Giuseppe, along the banks of 
the Leno River, stands the Ancient Venetian 
Sawmill built in the 18th century. A journey 
through ancient arts and crafts, witness to the 
efforts and traditions of the past. 
Here, visitors can still admire a now forgotten 
method for cutting wood: the water wheel. 
Inside the sawmill, the Ethnographic Museum 
invites visitors to learn more about the tools 
of woodcutters, joiners and carpenters. The 
museum allows guests to discover many 
activities from the past, from tree cutting to 
wood processing.
Today, however, the old sawmill is also a 
cultural centre where meetings, readings, 
concerts and shows are held. It is also home 
to the Scuola provinciale della Pietra a Secco 
dell’Accademia della Montagna (a provincial 
school run by Accademia della Montagna that 
teaches dry stone construction techniques), 
which teaches a new way to get to know the 
historical and cultural characteristics of the 
Trentino valleys.



ONE VALLEY, 33 HAMLETS
Terragnolo: 33 hamlets, 30 on the right side and 3 on the left side 
of the Leno River. Located on the slope in a sunny linear position, 
together with the “vaneze” - small terraces of flat land, supported by 
dry stone walls - which outline the profile of the valley and help define 
its identity. A valley to be explored: cultivated fields on terraces and dry 
stone walls, woods around the villages and houses, and paths that begin 
at the doors of the houses. A group of tiny towns are spread out in a 
grassy clearing or under the setting sun. Others bask in the morning 
light, and still others cling to the banks of streams and rivers or lie at 
the bottom of the valleys. Each one has its own name and architecture, 
often enriched by votive capitals, ancient mills, fountains and churches. 
All around, nature is still unspoilt. A breath-taking view can be enjoyed 
from the village of Potrich, one of the last hamlets in the valley. Here, 
time stands still and the sun sets last. Today, it only has two stable 
inhabitants, although on weekends and in the summer season it 
becomes a meeting point for friends and a few artists.



CHIESETTA DI SANTA MARIA CHIESETTA DI SANTA MARIA 
MADDALENA  MADDALENA  The Romanesque Church 
of Santa Maria Maddalena stands above the 
hamlet of Puechem di Terragnolo, on a rocky 
hill 925 m above sea level. The small church is 
a treasure trove of pictorial art: inside, visitors 
can see well-preserved fourteenth-century 
frescoes.
A destination for short excursions, it is one 
of the loveliest places in Terragnolo. From 
atop the hill one can admire a magnificent 
panorama of the surrounding mountains and 
the entire valley. 



CHIESA DI SAN PIETRO E PAOLO   CHIESA DI SAN PIETRO E PAOLO   
The church, located in the hamlet of Piazza, was 
built, on the pre-existing church of the sixteenth 
century, starting in 1655. It was damaged during 
the First World War, when the entrance door, the 
organ, the benches and the wooden floor were 
used as lumber. The paintings and stuccoes were 
ruined by water infiltration and bullets, and the 
entire bell apparatus was removed. It was repaired 
by the Military Engineering department around 
the end of WWI. The church has three important 
baroque altars and interesting frescoes dating 
back to the 15th and 16th centuries.



CHIESETTA DI SAN GIUSEPPE  CHIESETTA DI SAN GIUSEPPE  Near 
Maso San Giuseppe, in the locality of 
Geroli, on the left shore of the Leno River, 
a tiny church stands on a slight slope at the 
foot of Col Santo, immersed in a pristine 
natural habitat in an interesting place. The 
tiny sanctuary was built before 1750 by the 
Malfatti barons. Internally, there are traces of 
frescoes of several saints and a small altar. In 
the front, above the door, the Malfatti family 
crest.

LA CHIESETTA DELLA BORCOLA -LA CHIESETTA DELLA BORCOLA -
CHIESETTA DEGLI ALPINI  CHIESETTA DEGLI ALPINI  The church 
dominates the valley from a wild solitary spot 
behind Pasubio: this is the little church of 
Borcola. Inside the building, built in 1968 
with contributions from the population and 
the National Alpine Association of Terragnolo, 
there is a marble altar and a statue of the 
Pilgrim Mother. Outside, on a boulder,  
one of Ugo Foscolo’s maxims has been carved: 
“A egregie cose il forte animo accendono l’urne 
de’ forti” (The tombs of great men inspire  
great works).



AMID THE SCENTS 
AND FLAVORS  
OF VALLEYS
The Terragnolo Valley is characterized by 
an agroforestry system that was perfected 
over the centuries, thanks to the symbiotic 
relationship with nature and the careful 
management of every resource, respecting an 
environment suitable for small productions. 
Nothing is wasted because nothing grows 
without particular dedication. Everything is 
transformed into the flavours and scents that 
identify this land. Crossing the valley means 
undertaking a journey through these riches. 
Little known products that intrigue, surprise, 
and conquer. Restaurants, malghe and rifugi 
(mountain huts and refuges), farms, as 
well as country festivals, are the best places 
for visitors to try these specialties, ancient 
recipes capable of enhancing every little fruit 
of nature.

GOOD FOOD 
IN THE TERRAGNOLO
VALLEY

BAR RISTORANTE  
VALDUGA LAURA 
frazione Piazza
+39 0464 396130 
www.barristorantetabacchivaldugalaura.it 

MALGA BORCOLA 
località Passo della Borcola 
+39 340 3237151  +39 340 0838285 
www.malgaborcola.it 

MALGA BISORTE 
+39 333 3019121 +39 347 9804885

 ClubMalgaBisorte
(open on Sundays from June to October) 

IL MASETTO 
località Geroli 
+39 349 2962189  +39 328 9343926 
www.ilmasetto.com

BAR CALVI  
DI SANNICOLÒ NADIA 
frazione Piazza 
+39 0464 396139



FANZELTO AND BUCKWHEAT  FANZELTO AND BUCKWHEAT  Today, in the 
Terragnolo Valley, we see the return of buckwheat 
cultivation. Here, in the spring and summer months, seeds 
are scattered in a traditional way. After working the soil, 
the fields sprout and turn bright green. In October, when it 
reaches maturity, the wheat is ready to be cut. Afterwards, 
the farmers form the characteristic conical sheaves (called 
donéte). The large bundles are well spaced in the fields, in 
rows or groups, or just scattered in an orderly fashion. The 
land thus takes on the classic appearance of a buckwheat 
field, or formentóm, at the end of the harvest. Threshing 
the wheat involves beating with a tool called flavèl in the 
local dialect. The buckwheat grains are then winnowed to 
separate them from the other parts of the plant. Once the 
operation is completed, the grains are collected and ground 
into dark coloured flour, farina negra or “black flour”. At 
that time, when white flour was rare, farmers in the valley 
created a recipe that allowed them to make bread using 
the ingredients available to them. This was fanzelto, a thin 
bread that took advantage of the availability of buckwheat. 
This product has provided nourishment for the valley’s 
inhabitants for long time, and it now has a traditional recipe 
that has survived the passage of time. Terragnolo buckwheat 
is now protected by Slow Food. Fanzelto is prepared with 
water, buckwheat and salt, cooked in an iron pan with some 
lard or olive oil and served with other genuine products, 
such as cold cuts or cheeses.
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WHERE  
WE ARE
Terragnolo is a twenty minute drive  
from the centre of Rovereto, less than  
one hour from Trento and Lake Garda.
The nearest airport is in Verona and the nearest 
train station is in Rovereto, on the Bologna-
Brennero line. From there, visitors 
can take public transport or a taxi.
Sports enthusiasts can also reach the valley  
by hiking or by bike.Verona Vicenza

Trento

Rovereto Terragnolo

Folgaria

Thiene



Folgaria

Monte Maggio

Arsiero

Zencheri

Puechem

Stedileri

Geroli Ghesteri
Campi

Zoreri
Soldati

Incapo

Baisi

Sega

Il Masetto

Malga Bisorte

Malga Sarta
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delle Somme

Santa Maria 
Maddalena

San Giuseppe

Chiesetta Chiesetta 
degli Alpinidegli Alpini

Malga Borcola

Passo della Borcola

Forra del Lupo TOURIST  
INFORMATION

MUNICIPALITY OF TERRAGNOLO
Frazione Piazza 14
Terragnolo
segreteria@comune.terragnolo.tn.it
+39 0464 396122
www.comune.terragnolo.tn.it/Vivere-Terragnolo

 

APT ROVERETO E VALLAGARINA
Corso Rosmini 21
Rovereto
info@visitrovereto.it
+39 0464 430363
www.visitrovereto.it 
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the enchantment of a landscape to rediscover
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